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defiance of notifications under the Criminal Law Amendment Act and perfects
the organization in at least one city, say Calcutta, and fill the jails?
I do not think that it is necessary to give up the idea of mass
civil disobedience. There is nothing wrong in the idea. It is not
only not an immoral thing but it is a right of the people which
can never be surrendered. It simply means that the masses should
be trained to act non-violently. What is there wrong in that ideal ?
I confess that I am not going to embark upon mass civil disobedience
hastily. I would want almost absolute assurances before I think
next time of embarking upon mass disobedience myself. After all,
the civil disobedience in South Africa was mass civil disobedience;
there were no untoward incidents in that campaign. The disobedi-
ence in Kaira in 1918 was also mass civil disobedience and there
was not a single instance of violence. Mass civil disobedience for
the whole of India and in the name of India is merely an exten-
sion of a successful programme. I would certainly not have stopped
the Bardoli programme had there been no danger of it being
thoughtlessly copied by other parts of India. I am certain that
in spite of outbreaks of violence in other parts of India, the people
of Bardoli would have kept fully non-violent but that would not
have served the national purpose. If Bardoli had to offer mass
civil disobedience for local grievances I would certainly not have
been stopped.
If you can effect a breach in one place or break a single link you will
break the whole chain. Will it not, therefore, be advisable to concentrate on
the fight for municipal rights and bring Government to its knees?
You cannot do it through a single programme. It will certainly
help, but to attain swaraj through mere municipal reform would
be a slow process. I am certainly hoping that Ahmedabad and
Surat will give a good account of themselves and demonstrate the
utter futility of the coercion which the Government of Bombay has
thoughtlessly attempted and whilst, if Ahmedabad and Surat
succeed, their success will indirectly help the national movement,
it will not solve the question of swaraj. Swaraj movement means
mass education which you cannot impart directly through a few
cities perfecting and achieving independent government. Indeed
the disciplined opposition that Ahmedabad, Surat and Nadiad are
pluckily offering has become possible because of the general awaken-
ing. When the experiment is completed and if it becomes success-
ful, the people will see how the citizens of these three places will
have shown grit, constructive ability, capacity for suffering and all
other noble qualities that go to make a nation great. But that